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Sister 


I saw you today 
as you walked past 

_ you who are like me 
dislike me for being you 


You who are like me 
more than any other 
' Despise one too 
see no threat in these eyes 


Only the threads of a bondage 

the creation of our birth 

enriched in the wisdom 

of our efforts to understand 
Kiti Johnson 


LIKE ME 


I RAN MY BATH WATER 

From the River Niger and the Nile 

Adorned my body with palm-oil 

Until its velvet sheen shone 

‘above the lion's head 

I (and you) were not afraid. 

I needed no fire-light; 

no warming wood. 

I possess the location of the 

secret hills 

Dark, deep, rich and round, 

I am mist and morning sun 

I am wind and womansong 

The night like me is full. 

I am fearless and not afraid. 
Walter Rhett 


The next general body meeting will 
feature a slide presentation titled 
"Profiles in Black, Brown and Beige", 
an historical presentation document- 
ing the Black woman's involvement in 
the pre/post civil war era, civil 
rights/Black power movement, South 
Africa and in the arts. 

The original one hour show is 
brought to you by Naima Washington. 
Be there! 


To be heid: 
October |6-17, San Francisco State University 


Sponsored by: 

Black Women Organized for Action 
La Casa de Las Madres 

NOW, Golden Gate Chapter 

San Francisco Women Against Rape 
San Francisco Womens Centers 
Womens Studies Program, SF State 
Womens Center, SF State 


A Bay Area Conference to explore the many kinds of violence in the lives of all women 
and to seek possible solutions 


| SVaelence Against Women 


ORIENTATION MEETINGS ---Monday , August at S.F. Womens Centers 
1 pm or 7:30 pm 63 Brady (nr. Market) 


MORE WOMAN ENERGY IS NEEDED IN COMMITTEES ON: 
Funding Demonstration General Sessions 
Publicity Child Care Workshops 
Cultural Events Food Registration 
Environment Documentary Housing 


The conference program will include films, music, drama, history of violence, 
self-defense demonstrations, poetry, art, dance and workshops on: self-hatred 
& suicide, medical violence, battered women & wives, sexual & physical abuse 
of children, violence against lesbians, pornography, media violence, sexual 
sado-masochism, international violence against women, violence against third 
world & native american women, violence against physically different women, 
violence of the nuclear family, prostitution, violence of childbirth, violence 

of intercourse, violence to women in religion, women’s rage, violence of rape, 
psychiatric assault, violence against women in prisons, jails & courts, violence 
to older women, violence to women on the job, violence of economic oppression, 
violence between women . 


x j}, WeNeed YourHelp-~ 
| Become Involved 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 469-2406 (II-2) or 431-1180 


Purpose 


The purpose of the conference is to: 
- INFORM EACH OTHER ABOUT VIOLENCE 


-HEAR PERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF OTHER 
WOMEN 


-STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN BY 
ORGANIZING AND MOBILIZING 


Violence reaches across age, race 
and economic barriers to touch the lives 
of all women. We have been embarrassed, 
bothered, bullied, beaten, raped and 
mutilated. While violence brutalizes 
maims and scars us physically and 
psychologically, the fear that accompan- 
jes it creates a prison of inaction and 
inner rage. 


Violence against women prevents us 
from living freely in society. It isa 
relationship of dominance and victimiza- 
tion. Now is the time to use our energies 
and experiences to stop this visciousness. 


We are ready to say NO to violence. 


Sponsors 


Black Women Organized for Action 
La Casa de las Madres 

NOW, Golden Gate Chapter 

San Francisco Women's Centers 
Women's Studies Program, SF State 
Women's Center, SF State 


Program 


The conference program will include films, 
music, drama, history of violence, self- 
defense demonstrations, poetry, art, 

dance and workshops. 


_There will be three types of workshops: 


-Experiential 
-Informational 
-Solution/Action 


(The planned workshops are listed on the 
reserve side.) 


A rally and demonstration is being 
planned for the week of the conference in 
downtown San Francisco. The demonstration 
will protest violence against women and 
publicize the conference. 


Ye Help=~ 
ia gaia Hecnene Involved 


iTO BECOME INVOLVED... 
COME TO AN ORIENTATION 


Monday, Paquet 30th 1 p.m. or 
Monday, Jugest aor) 7:30 p.m. 


at San Francisco Women's Centers 
63 Brady (near Market). 


| 
There are now over 30 women working on the | 


conference. We need you too! If you 
can't come to the orientation meeting, 
or want further information, call 
469-2406 (11-2p.m.) or 431-1180. 


Planning Meetings are held every Thursday 
evening. Most other committees and 
organizing groups meet on a weekly basis. 


Violence Against Women 


Funding 


Money is being raised to put on this 
conference. Each sponsor contributes $50. 
We have received two small grants total- 
ing almost $1000 from the SF Commission 
on the Status of Women and Associated 
Students of SF State. Other proposals 
are being submitted. Individual contri- 
butions are much needed. Tax-deductible 
donations should be made payable to SF 
Women's Centers, 63 Brady Street, 

San Francisco 94103. 


Committees 


Some of the Committees that need women- 
energy are: 


PLANNING - develop the conference purposes 
and activities. All work projects and 
committees account to this group. The 
Committee meets every Thursday evening. 


COORDINATING - work to bring all parts of 
the conference planning together (includ- 
ing the work of all committees, record 
keeping, mailing lists, etc.). 


CHILDCARE - organize child care for the 
conference. 


CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS - plan films, theatre, 
music, poetry, dance, etc. for the 
conference. 


DEMONSTRATION - organize a march and rally 
in downtown S.F. to protest violence 
against women and to publicize the con- 
ference (to be held the week of the 
conference). 


DOCUMENTARY - record the conference and 
planning through printed materials and 
video tape. 


ENVIRONMENT - responsible at the conference 
for monitoring, first aid, room assign- 
ments for workshops, and information 
tables. 


FOOD - organize eating at the conference, 
cafeteria space and find groups who would 
like to raise funds through selling food. 


FUNDING - prepare budget and raise money, 


including grant proposals, individual and 
organizational donations. 


- GENERAL SESSIONS - organize an opening 


session on the history of violence 
against women (planned as a multi-media 
presentation); conference evaluation 
session, and proposed action/solution 
plans. 


HOUSING - determine housing needs of women 
attending the conference and match women 
with available housing. 


PUBLICITY - publicize the conference with 
flyers, posters, radio, T.V., newspapers; 
publish conference newsletters and devel- 
op graphic design. 


REGISTRATION - plan registration including 
pre-registration charges, mechanics of 
specific workshop registration. 


WORKSHOP - contact and work with women 
“jnterested in organizing workshops. The 
workshops presently being planned are: 

-Self-hatred & suicide 

-Medical violence 

-Battered women & wives 

-Sexual & physical abuse of children 

-Violence against lesbians 

-Pornography 

-Media violence 

-Sexual sado-masochism : 

-International violence against women 

-Violence against third world & native 
american women 

-Violence against physically different 
women 

-Violence of the nuclear family 

-Prostitution 

-Violence of childbirth 

-Violence of intercourse 

-Violence to women in regilion 

-Women's rage 

-Violence of rape 

-Psychiatric assault 

-Violence against women in prisons, 
jails & courts 

-Violence to older women 

-Violence to women on the job 

-Violence of economic oppression 

-Violence between women 


We hope that new organizations and 
efforts to end violence will come out of 
the conference. The Women's Broadcasting 
Coalition at SF State will be recording 
the proceedings. The conference is 
publishing a book of poetry on Violence 
Against Women. 


CONFERENCE PLANNING OFFICE 


Women's Center, SF State Student Union 
1600 Holloway, San Francisco, CA 94132 
Attn.: Shoshana Rosenberg 

469-2406 (11-2pm) or 431-1180 


We Need Your Help=~ 
Become Involved 


Elayne Jones, the Black woman tympanist 
who was dropped by the San Francisco 
Symphony last year, filed a $1.5 million 


damage suit charging she was discriminated 


against because of her race and her sex. 
(RIGHT ON ELAYNE! -- you will remember 


BWOA was one of the first organizations to 


support Elayne's efforts to become a 
permanent member of the symphony) 


Her suit, filed in Superior Court, named 
as defendants Local 6 of the Musicians' 
Union, the San Francisco Symphony Assoc- 
iation and seven members of the players' 
committee which voted to deny her the 
tenure that would have made her a 
permanent member of the symphony. 


The president of the musicians local 

and the manager of the symphony assoc- 
jation, refused to comment on Ms. Jones 
charges. The symphony's 100 musicians 
include: 22 women. There are no 

Blacks. Ms. Jones' suit said the failure 
to grant tenure to her "was a discrimi- 
nation against her because of her race 
and sex." 


MAA Aw IAS) 


f The National 


Hook-up of Black 

Women is rolling: A 
communications network 
of Black women ---NOT 
a new organization--- 
the hook-up was formed 
to create a national 
mechanism for action 
on legislative issues 
of concern to the Black > | rcdie 
community. The group 

will also act as a national 

talent bank for Black women. 

National dues are $10; if you are 
interested, contact Ellie or Aileen 
at 387-4233. (How do you like 

the group's logo?) The Hook-up's 
next meeting is on September 25 

in Washington, D. C. 


If you are Pregnant, 
On the Pill, Black, 
Past Menopause, 


you need to know Wh at 
Every Woman 
Should Know 
About High 
Blood Pressure 


Send for free brochure to: 
National High Blood Pressure 
Information Center 

120/80 National Institutes 

of Health 

Bethesda, Maryland 20014 


po 


Yearhouses 


Black women should have been featured 


in fashion magazines a long time ago 
because if any woman enjoys wearing 
beautiful clothes, it is the sister. 
Even if she had to wear uniforms or 


otherwise non-descript clothing during 


the work week, on Sundays she'd be 


looking good - decked out for days in 


all the finery she could afford 

One might suspect that it is in our 

genes to have the tendency to spend 

a good portion of our paychecks for 

clothes. Having a lot of clothes to 


look good & be in style should not be 
overly expensive or time consuming All 
it takes to look extremely well dressed 


without spending ¥ your paycheck, is 


a little practice, patience and knowing 


where to shop. 


In San Francisco, for instance you can 


wear some of the same clothes and/or 
Styles that are currently being sold 


at Macy's Emporium, JM's and Saks for 


nearly 1/3 to 1/2 off the regular 
price. Different stores offer 


different bargains so during the next 


issues of the newsletter one store 
and their special bargains will be 
featured. 


This month - The Fritzi Factory Stores 


Fritzi is really three (3) stores, 
two selling factory over-run 

and irregular sportswear and one 
selling fabrics. All the stores 
are cash and carry, however, they 
do except checks with the proper 
ID. 

Fritzi's main store is located at 
244 Fremont St. and is open Mon 
11-6, every other day 9-4 and 
Saturday 9-3. You can find all 
kinds of bargains sportswear at 
Fritzi from casual to dressy stuff 
polyester pants $8-$9, cotton pants 
$6, geans $8-$10, street skirts 
$4-5, blouses $3-6, T-shirts $3-5, 


cont.. -- 


long skirts $8-10, long dresses $8-14, 
jumpsuits $10-12 and jackets $5-9 every- 
thing is coordinated so that you can 

mix and match to your hearts content. 


The fabric store is on the same street 
and is located at 218 Fremont the hours 
differ: 9-4 every day and Sat 9-3. 


The fabrics are usually the same as 
the clothes that are sold at the 
main store. A number of pieces are 
pre-cut into 2-3 yards widths and 
very seldom does any piece of 
regular quality fabric cost more 
than $7-8. You can also purchase 
larger quanities from the bolt as 
well as stock up on selected notions. 


The third store, next door to the 
fabric store, at 208 Fremont is open 
every day from 9-4 and on Sat from 
9-3, sells only T-shirts and shorts 
Nothing is over $2, however, most of 
the things are irregulars. One 

note about irregulars: at Fritzi's 
most of the flaws are marked with 
masting tape and can be easily sewn 
up by hand. More often than not the 
flaw is something that you can live 
with and saving $5-10 is more than 
worth the few minutes it takes to 
make an un-noticable repair.: 


‘BAFFCU 


NEWS | Te Meee 


BAFFCU (Bay Area Feminist Federal 

Credit Union) pays another dividend: 
Another 5% divident was paid for the 

second quarter of 1976 (April 1 - June 30); 
if you had money on deposit on or before 
June 1, 1976, you have received earnings of 


Pat Scott, 

BWOA Employ- 

ment Committee 
Chair, forwarded 

a letter in behalf 


5%. | | 4 of the organization 


FREE CHECKING ACCOUNTS: A11 BAFFCU 
members are eligible for free checking 
accounts with the Chartered Bank of . 
London, 999 Market Street, San Francisco. 
Accounts must be opened at the above 
branch, however, subsequent deposits and 
withdrawals can be made at their branch 
offices: Montgomery Street, Mission 
Street, Lakeside, Oakland, Los Altos and 
San Bruno. 


URGENT: Volunteers are needed to 

woman the front door of the building 

in which BAFFCU is located in the evening 
hours. The evening hours are set for 

the convenience of members who are working 
during the day and are unable to transact 
business with BAFFCU until they get off 
from work. Call 391-3003 and volunteer: :: 
If there is no one to open the door of 
the building during the evening hours 
those hours (FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE) may be 
cut: 


The Supervisory Committee of BAFFCU is 
primarily responsible for internal audits 
and safeguarding that we adhere to our 
feminist philosophy and policies. There 
are 3 immediate openings. Interested 
members of BWOA should call Fran White 
(BWOA member) at 992-6880. 


A REMINDER- GET INVOLVED WITH A CREDIT 
UNION THAT IS WORKING FOR YOU: You can 
help make decisions. Open meetings are 
held every 2nd and 4th Mondays at 7:00 p.m. 
in the office. Women are needed to served 
on the membership committee, the budget 
committee, developing a speakers bureau, 


research into the possibilities of different 


kinds of insurance for members, etc. 


Office: 944 Market St. Rm. 617 
San Francisco, Ca. 
(415) 391-3003 


to the California 
delegation - our 
Congressmen/women 
representatives 
and our two 
Senators in 
ap support of the 
pal Humphrey-Hawk ins 
' Sau FULL EMPLOYMENT 
| af BILL - H.R. 50. 
The following is a quote from that letter: 


"Black Women Organized for Action 
recognizes that the Humphrey-Hawkins Bill, 


‘with its anti-inflation provisions, is a 


step toward reducing unemployment and 
furthers our national well-being. We 
urge your full support of this bill." 


Office of Citizens 


om plaints 


BWOA has added its names to the large 
list of community groups/advocates of 
the San Francisco Bar Association 
proposal to set up an OFFICE OF CITIZENS 
COMPLAINTS. We agree with the proposal 
that it is time to amend the present 
system of handling complaints of 

police misconduct/brutality/graft, etc. 
The Black community is all too aware of 
the great need for citizen input into 
these investigationsof possible wrong 
doing on the part of "San Francisco's 
finest". 


6° 


IWS - Still 
Y | Hangin In 


The Observance of International Women's 
year Conference, 1975 has been announced 
by the National IWY committee. 


A request for state committee members 
Submissions has been released to all 
women's Organizations nationally to help 
plan and implement their particular state 
conference in every capacity, from begin- 
ning to end. 


The conference is tenatively scheduled for 
November, 77, and will be preceeded by 56 
state and territorial meetings. However, 
the coodinating committee member, may 
well be named in the near future. So 
don't delay in obtaining and submitting 
recommendation forms. 


Each state participating will receive a 
modest grant to assist in conference 
expenses; committee members are understand- 
ably excluded from monetary compensation 
due to a low budget. Each state committee 
is obliged to supplement this grant through 
their own resources, to insure a successful 
State conference. 


Remember you may submit others whom you 
feel will enhance this committee. 


All interested persons may obtain a 
recommendation form by contacting 
(via phone or mail), ASAP: 


Edith Turnipseed 

1700 Bush St. #10 

Se Pana Send 

441-4921 - After 6:00 PM 


pot 
pourri 


COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 


A conference on Economic Survival 
for Women has been scheduled for 
September 18, at Marina Junior 
High School. For more information 
please call 558-3653. 


Words fromDithin 


To whom it may concern, 

My name is Harold Lloyd George. I 
stand five feet six and a half and 
weight one hundred and seventy pounds. 
My skin tone is out of sight because 
I'm Black and I'm proud. For the records, 
I am a native of San Francisco and truth- 
fully speaking, I must say that I know 
of no other place to live but this city. 

I am interested in corresponding with 
one of my Black Sisters and if granted 
this precious opportunity I can be con- 
tacted at the below address. 


Ebony Love, 
Kidogo Weusi 
Harold Lloyd George 
Deadwood Camp 
Route 1, Box 119 
Fort Jones, Calif. 
96032 


Dear Friends, 

Hello, my name is Ronald Porter, 
an inmate at the Sierra Conservation 
Center in Jamestown Calif. 

T have been told that your organization 
helps inmates to establish contact with 
outside people or people in the community. 
If this is true I would appreciate your 
help. I would like to correspond or 
relate with a female person who is in 
her twenties or thirties. I am looking 
for a friend who I can relate to. 

Your help in this area will be greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Porter 


Ronald Porter 

P.O. Box B-28453 

Jamestown, Calif. 
95327 


NEWSLETTER STAFF AND 
CONTRIBUTORS: 


RQ 


Ahimsa Sumchai (Editor), Aileen C. 
Hernandez, Pearl Neely, Edith Turnipseed 
and Eleanor Spikes 


$ Dues Deadline 
September 30! 


July 1, 1976 was’ the beginning of our 
new fiscal year and as you well know 
DUES are the backbone of any organization. 
BWOA IS NO EXCEPTION. 


a 
Ei COFFE SA 


ws 
a 


WIVMITALALA hed 


OD 


Your individual contribution in many cases 
is the "seed" money for BWOA projects, 
i.e., health fairs, assisting young 

women (teens) to go you camp, etc. 

SISTERS WORKING TOGETHER is what we are 
all about! 


La 


Send your dues (between $5.00 - $25.00 - 
whatever you can afford within that 
range) to BWOA, P.O. Box 15072, 

San Francisco, Ca. 94115 


Bargain sale 


We are still awaiting donations 
for our proposed "Bargain Sale" 
to be held at the YWCA very soon. 


To clear up any confusion, we are 
accepting all forms of donations 
except large pieces of furniture. 
All small household items, smal] 
appliances, clothing (must be 
cleaned) and jewelry, etc. will 
be appreciated. 


CARE: ---- Citizens' Action for Responsi- 
ble Education--- has been organized to 
focus the attention of the public on 
educational issues. The group is planning 
a series of forums in San Francisco 
neighborhoods to highlight the main 
problems with the public school system. 


Again, the drop off points are: If you are concerned about high school 


graduates who cannot read and write; if you 
are bothered by the small number of 
minority teachers in a racially mixed school 
system; if you are worried about the way 
money is spent in the District; if you 
think all the candidates for the School 
Board election scheduled for November 2 
ought to deal with these issues then 

you CARE! 


Edith Turnipseed 
1700 Bush St. #10 
S.0F. Ga. 94109 

44]-492] 


Anne Warren 
276 Evelyn Way 
Se PetGdis ONTey 
334-8850 


CARE: needs your help in planning the 
forums, getting out publicity, etc. If 
you can help, contact the "Nerve Center" 
for CARE! at Rm. 818, 1095 Market St. 
626-8427. 


Please call and make drop off 
arrangements in advance. 


Fundraising Committee 


